STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT of RESOURCES and ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION of PARKS and RECREATION
172 Pembroke Road  P.O. Box 1856 Concord, New Hampshire 03302-1856
PHONE: (603)271-3556 FAX: (603)271-3553 E-MAIL: nhparks@dred.state.nh.us
WEB: www nhstateparks.org

March 20, 2012

The Honorable Andrew Renzullo, Chairman
and the House Resource, Recreation and Development Committee

NH State House, Room 306
Concord, NH 03301

Re: 8B 330 requiring an independent financial opinion prior to the leasing of any state park
property to a private entity.

Dear Chairman Renzullo and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill 330 that would require the division of
parks and recreation to retain an independent financial consulting firm to conduct a written analysis of a
lease proposal involving the leasing of state park property or operations for more than one yearto a
private entity. The Department of Resources and Economic Development (DRED), Division of Parks and
Recreation (Division) offers its support for this legislation as now written.

The Division has approximately 48 leases (please refer to the attached list), half of them mountain-top
communications leases and most of the remaining leases are for a park building, such as Spruce Camp at
Bear Brook and the Ski Museum at Franconia Notch. Many of these leases are for a small portion of the
overal] Park. Only a small number of the leases are for a majority part of a park or operation, for exampie,
the operation of Mount Sunapee ski area and of Franklin Pierce Homestead. This legisiation treats the
relative difference in impacts of leases on a state park appropriately by providing for a term greater than
ten years, accounting for the extent of the park or park operations affected, and acknowledging the role

capital investment plays.

We support that a prospective lessee would be liable for the cost of the analysis provided that the
prospective lessee understands that this investment does not create any obligation on the part of the State.

We are available to answer any questions you may have on this bill. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony.

Sincerely,

PhilTFA.
Director

PAB/t].03202012

Attachment

C: George M. Bald, Commissioner
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