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Daniel Webster (1782 - 1852)
New Hampshire native, eminent statesman, 
orator, and champion of state’s rights.

Daniel Webster (1782-1852) was a frail and 
sickly child. He was given only light chores to 
do and spent much of his time playing, fishing, 
and roaming the countryside, often in the 
company of his older brother, Ezekiel. During 
this period, while he was building his physical 
strength, he also developed a deep love of 
literature from reading the family Bible and 
books borrowed from neighbors.

Daniel graduated from Dartmouth College 
in 1801 and became a lawyer and renowned 
orator. He served as U.S. congressman from 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts; and 
secretary of state under presidents Harrison, 
Tyler, and Fillmore. In all, he spent 40 years 
in public service, helping to mold the loose 
collection of states into a single unified nation. One theme in particular stands out 
from his many impassioned speeches: “The Union, one and inseparable, now and 
forever.”

Although his later life was centered around Massachusetts and Washington, D.C., 
Daniel Webster never forgot his New Hampshire roots. He often returned to 
visit old friends, fish in Punch Brook, and enjoy the robust social life of the local 
taverns. 
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