An Overview of the Land and Water Conservation Fund and Recreational Trails
Program Grants

Welcome and Introductions

Welcome to tonight’s presentation on available funding opportunities for outdoor
recreation projects, hosted by the New Hampshire Department of Natural and Cultural
Resources within New Hampshire State Parks.

Panel Members

e Eric Feldbaum - Community Recreation Specialist, Division of Parks and
Recreation. Manages the Office of Community Recreation and serves as the
Alternate State Liaison Officer for the LWCF program.

o Bill Gegas - LWCF Program Specialist. Oversees grant management, stewardship,
and compliance.

o Alexis Rudko - Recreational Trails Program Specialist. Manages the RTP program
from grant application to project closeout.

Program Overview

We’ll alternate between LWCF and RTP topics to compare their similarities and differences.
Topics include:

e Program history

e Eligible projects

e Application process

e Match requirements

e Accessibility considerations

e Q&Asession

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
History and Funding

e Established in 1965; permanently reauthorized in 2018 under the John D. Dingell
Act.



e Fully funded in 2020 through the Great American Outdoors Act.
e Funded by offshore gas and oil revenue—not taxpayer dollars.

e Managed nationally by the National Park Service and locally by the NH Department
of Natural and Cultural Resources.

Match Requirements

e 50/50 match.

o Reimbursement-based: 100% of costs must be incurred before reimbursement.
Perpetuity Requirement

e Properties funded by LWCF must remain permanently protected for outdoor
recreation use.

e Conversion to other uses requires approval from the Secretary of the Interior.
SCORP (State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan)
e Required for LWCF eligibility.
e NH’s current SCORP (2019-2023) outlines four priorities:
o Connecting people to the outdoors
o Conservation and stewardship
o Economic vitality
o Education, ethics, and benefits
Eligible Applicants
e Must be a subunit of government:

o Towns, cities, village districts (with caveats), school districts, county/state
governments, state colleges/universities

e NGOs and private citizens may partner with eligible sponsors but cannot apply
directly.

Property Ownership

¢ Must be owned or legally controlled by the sponsor before or as a result of the
project.



e Acceptable forms: fee title, access/control easement, or lease (minimum 25 years
from a public entity).

Eligible Projects
e Outdoorrecreation focus; indoor facilities must support outdoor use.
e Examples:
o Playgrounds
o Sports fields
o Boating facilities (must first be evaluated for Dingle-Johnson funding)
o Acquisition of land (developed or undeveloped with minimum public access)
o Traildevelopment (not maintenance)
o Support structures (bathhouses, ski lodges, etc.)
LWCF Website

Visit the LWCF Grant Page for more information.

Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
History and Funding
e Established in 1991 under the Federal Highway Trust Fund.

e Funded by gas taxes from off-highway recreational vehicles (OHRVs), including
snowmobiles, ATVs, and light-duty trucks.

e Administered nationally by the Federal Highway Administration and locally by NH
Bureau of Trails.

Eligible Applicants

e Opento municipalities, nonprofits, and private organizations registered with the
Secretary of State.

Eligible Projects
e Maintenance and restoration of existing trails

o Trailside facilities (kiosks, parking lots)


https://www.nhstateparks.org/about-nh-parks/conservation-fund-grant

e Trail maintenance equipment (Buy America compliance required)
e New trail construction (less common due to restrictions)
e Educational projects
Ineligible Projects
e Planning-only projects
o Sidewalks
¢ Smalltools
e Projects already in progress or completed
e For-profit trail systems
o Paved trails
Buy America Compliance
¢ All steel/iron must be manufactured, produced, and assembled in the U.S.
e Requires mill certificates or documentation for recycled steel.
e Only certain equipment (e.g., Tucker groomers, Arrowhead drags) are compliant.
RTP Website

Visit the RTP Grant Page for more information.

Accessibility Requirements

o ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act): Mandatory compliance for applicable
facilities.

e ABA (Architectural Barriers Act): Not currently required but considered best
practice.

e Forest Service guidelines available for trail accessibility.
Examples of Accessible Projects

e ADA-accessible fishing piers

e Universally designed picnic areas

e Indoor support structures (ski lodges, bathhouses)


https://www.nhstateparks.org/find-parks-trails/find-trails-maps-clubs/grants/recreational-trails-program




