P STATE OF MNEW HAMPSHIRE
INTER--DEPARTIATHT COMMUNICATION
DATE  Jdanuary 12, 1973
FROM R. A. Hogan AT (OFFicE) Department of Public

State Maintenance Engineer Works and Highways
Maintenance Division
SUBJECT  Poljcy Procedure No. 8

TO My. J. B. Ross
Division Engineer
5 Middle Street
Lancaster, New Hampshire N3584

EHORANDUM

Enclosed herewith is cop_y‘ of Policy Procedure No. 8 pertaining
to the crossing of highways by off-highway recreational vehicles.
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Crocsing of Mighuesya by OTT-Highway
Recreationel Vericleo (OHRV'a)

Pclicy Procedure 10, _ &
The purpose of these instructions is to outline depertmental policy relative to
the crossing of public highway systoms by OCf-Highway Recreational Vehicles. Such
vehicles include snovmobiles, motor bikes, motorcyecles, trail bikes, all terrain
vehicles, includidg four-vheel drive vehicles or other motorized 2 or 3 vheeled
trail type vehicles end track type vehicles. ' The further purpose is to indicate the
requirements for approved crogsing locations, signing and construction as may'be re-
quired, The fundamental objectives are:
L. To provide maximum protection to highway traffic through the orderly
control of the movements of CHRV's on to, from and across the high-
way systems of the State,
2., To provide a uniform means whereby OHRV's may bé permitted to cross
the State's highwsy systems and, '
3. 7To provide a standard sign installation progran to warn highway
. traffic that an approved OHRV crossing is ahead.
_ REFERENCES: : y
' The following statutes are the basis for the policies developed ﬁerein:
l. Snow Traveling Vehicles Registration and Operation, RSA Chapter 269-B:13.
2. Prohibition of Certain Vehicles within Highway ﬁights-ofJWay, RSA Chapter
249;52,
3. General, Extracts from Revised Statutes Annotated Pertaining to Highways,

Bridges and other Related Statutes, Revised 1972.
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Limited Acccss Yiphunee (Fnbowglode, 701 Rosde cod Ouhe» THuited Accens

Seciions)

A. Crossings of these righis-of-wey noy be made under bridge structwes
over streams by snovachiles only vaen guthorized by pzwiit issued by
Division kngineer,

B, OCrossings of these liriitod access highways moy be made by all OIRV's
under bridge structures carryineg said limited access higshways over
other highways where there is sufficient room to safely accomnmodate
such passage outside the traveled way of the other highway., |

C. We shall adhere to RSA 2U9:52 as inserted Ly Chapter 157, 1971, in
the prohibition of operation of any OHRV's in the other portions of

rights-of-way of these highways,

Controlled Access Highways

A. Major crossings of established trail systems may be permitted on a
permit basis only where authorized access points exist approximetely
opposiﬁe each other., In any case, the points of access shall not ﬂe
greater than 250 feet apart, such distance being measured along the
edge of the highway traveled way. |

B. The crossings permitted under bridges, as outlined for limited access
highways, will be utilized in first priority before direct highway
crossings as noted in this section are authorized,

Other State Highways

A. The policy shall be as outlined in RSA 249:52 and RSA 269-B:13.

B. A separate permit will be requircd for each authorized major trail
crossing where sight distance exceeds 400 feet and is less than 500
feet in highway speed zones less then 50 mph, and less than 600 feet

in highway speed zones of 50 mph and over. No permits will be issued

vwhere sight distance (defined in RSA 249:17) is less than 40O feet.
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Croeaings of Wown Roods will be bondled in aoccoadeace with the

stedutes md as reguired by the Towm,

Goenercel

C.

Pertdits will be issued by this Depsriment, wpon epplication to the
eppropriate Divigion Ingircer, only to recognizcd formal orpuniza~
tions or groups for esteblished trail system crogsings. This will
include State or leocal agencies and private orgerirzations, A pri-
vate organization may be any groun thet has designated one of its
members as an officer or spokesman empowered to act for the group

in all matters pertaining to OHRV Crossing permits.

Roadway signing for snowmobile crossings will be limited to loca-
tions of marginal safe sight distance for vehicwlar approach speeds

as previoﬁsly defined, or as otherwise determined by this Department,
Signing on the state highways may be provided by this Department for
major trail crossings under permit, but only where the sight distance
is considered marginal (400 to 500 or 600 feet) by the Division Engi-
neer,

Signing on trails must be provided, erected and maintained by the
permittee adjacent to all state highway crossings warning trail users
of the highway ahead. As a minimum, such trail signing shall consist
of a stop sign and at least one advance warning sign for each approach
to the highway, in accordance with the "Basic Recommendations for Snow-
mobile Trails"” promulgated by the International Snowmobile Congress.
No trail signs may be located within the highway right of way.
Written permission from the property owners abutting highway rights-
of-way, authorizing the use of their property for the trail system, v

will be required before any crossing permit is issued by the Division



Yngincer.  Unon it Lien regaest of oy properby ouner teiiinating
o

this avihorivation, i perdl will be revoeked,

Width oif Lradl shoil Lo surliicient and properly meinteined to cllov

-
-

OIRV's te pass in ewsosite directions arnd therchy proevent any glop-
ping or other avoidines muucuvers on the highvay pavanoit,.

P, wainteoronce of troil crossings within the highwey right of wey
Limits and porhiing avceas on vrivebe property Tor the purpose of
motor vchicle parking Ly trail uscrs shall be the recponsibility
of the permittee. This Department can in no way participate in the
naintenance of these Tacilities,

G. The parking of motor vehicles and trailers or other equivment used
to transport OHRV's to the trails shall not be permitted within the
highway right of way limits.

H. Permits shall specify any provisions necessary to maintain the exist-
ing highway drainage e.nd/or to provide additional visibility or other
safety features deemed advisable by the Division Engincer.

I. No permit shall be issued for any proposed crossing that would have
a. descending approach gradient greater than 12%% within fifty feet, or

an ascending approach gradient greater than 25% within twenty feet, of

the highway traveled way.

OPERATIONS :

I.

Maintenance Division - The Maintenance Division will be responsible for

the following:

A, The Maintenance Engincer will be responsible for the development of
approved crossing permit forms.

B, The Division Engineers will be responsible for the site review of
crossing applications and the establishment of criteris for each in-

dividual crossing if approved. .



C. The Divsion Besdoors wiLL be rerpousivle for the  dssuance of

pesstitn for copioved locelic,s B0 Stote, locel end privice aguocics
&8 muy Lo approped wue.

D. The Divirion Irginears will be sospongible for the ]‘CC:'(‘?’;E.‘:CJ!dﬂ.’i}:{oi‘.s
as 'to' required higtway sipgns.  Siging recormendation: are Lo be

e o

reviewed with tuc TrafTic Fngineey ag to need, losation, size and

) messase,
II. Traffic Division - The Traffic Engincer will be responsiblic for the
following:
A, ‘,Cross'ing site inspection as requested by the Division Engineer.
B. Recommending the necd, location, size and message of signs where
appropriate,

C. Erecting and maintoining the approved highvway signing.

ENFORCEMENT :
Enforcement of this Policy Procedure will be as required under the referenced
statute.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This procedure is effective upon the date of issuance,

Submitted B; Approved:
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