One With Nature: Primitive Camping at Pillsbury State Park
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If you’re anything like me, there are three important things you look for in any campsite: an
established fire ring, quiet solitude, and a good view. Luckily for us, there’s a hidden gem of a
park out in the woods of Sullivan County, New Hampshire with plenty of campsites that satisfy
those requirements, and more! Turn your phone off, pack your car, and become one with nature
at Pillsbury State Park!

Image: An evening view of Mill Pond. Image credit: Sean Gregoire

Located partially in Washington and Goshen, New Hampshire, Pillsbury State Park is a fantastic
destination for nature lovers looking to escape the day-to-day grind in favor of something simpler.
There is no electricity or internet connection at the park, giving you the chance to properly
disconnect and immerse yourself in the present. There’s still plenty of experiences available to
keep you busy. Rent a canoe or kayak and embark on a peaceful voyage around May Pond, and
while you’re at it, bust out the tackle box and enjoy some of the abundant fishing around the
park. Grab a bucket and fill up on the choke cherries and black cherries that are finally ripe. For
those seeking a grand adventure, why not tighten your laces and take a hike on “The Greenway”,
a 48.7-mile long trail connecting the summits of both Mt. Sunapee and Mt. Monadnock. However,
if you’re going to be at Pillsbury, you have got to stay at one of the 41 amazing sites available at
the park! The best of them, in my opinion, are the 11 sites only accessible via hiking or canoeing.




Image: A waterfall just off the trail leading to hike-to sites. Image credit: Sean Gregoire

Left: Hike-to site 26. Right: Hike-to site 40.
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These remote campsites offer the same sort of amenities you would expect from a traditional
primitive campsite. They come equipped with a fire ring, a picnic table, and a wooden platform
where you can comfortably set up and sleep in your tent. However, each one provides a unique
vista and environment for you to enjoy during your stay. One night, you can be surrounded by fir
and pine trees as you look into Vickery Pond. Another night, you can sleep peacefully to the
sounds of a nearby waterfall. So feel free to experiment, try different sites, and see which one is
your absolute favorite (mine is 1A)! Also, if after a few days of “roughing it” at Pillsbury you find
yourself needing to take a break, find a shower, or just take in a different piece of scenery,
campers at Pillsbury are allowed to access Mt. Sunapee State Beach to use the facilities and the
swimming area for no additional cost. Yet another reason why Pillsbury State Park is one of New
Hampshire’s best kept secrets!




Image: View of Mill Pond right from site 26. Image credit: Sean Gregoire

Whether you like to fish, hike, swim, or camp, Pillsbury State Park in Sullivan County has
something to offer for everybody! While you’re there, be sure to check out some of my nature
programs featuring crafts and storytelling! You can find exact times and dates by visiting New

Hampshire State Parks - Discover the Power of Parks Nature Programs & Schedules. | hope to see
you there!

The Discover the Power of Parks Program is a collaboration between the New Hampshire Department of Natural
and Cultural Resources - Division of Parks and Recreation, Student Conservation Association’s New Hampshire
Conservation Corps, AmeriCorps, and Volunteer NH.
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