The Flume Gorge
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The Flume Gorge was created over 200 millions years ago. The massive granite walls of the Flume
Gorge formed due to fractures in the rock where basalt dikes filled the fissures. During the ice
age, the gorge was carved out by melting glaciers and ice sheets.

Although the Flume Gorge has been around for a while, it has been historically credited to “Aunt”
Jess Guernsey in 1808. Guernsey was an avid fisherwoman who loved the outdoors and one day,
while she was out and exploring, she happened to hear the sound of rushing water. She followed
it, hoping it would lead her to better fishing, but instead, she found the iconic flume gorge that
can be found at Franconia Notch State Park. Guernsey, after discovering the gorge, started
bringing people here, so they too could marvel at this beauty.

Flume Gorge. Photo Credit: Alexus Chappa

In 1928, after Franconia Notch State Park was established, the Flume Gorge became a major
attraction. The flume gorge is a paid attraction. If you are paying at the ticket booth, the prices




for ages 13 and over is $18 and for children between the ages of 6-12, it is $19. Ages 5 and under
are free. If you make reservations online, the price is $3 less.
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The Flume Gorge is a 2 mile self-guided hike that offers cool features like glacial erratics which
are massive boulders that were moved here by glaciers during the last ice age. On average, they
weigh about 300 tons. They were left here roughly about 15,000 to 25,000 years ago.

The oldest covered bridge is located here at the flume gorge. It was built in 1866 and it is a
beautiful bright red color among all the green scenery. This bridge used to be a toll bridge, so yes,
tolls were around even back then.




If you have children, head to the information desk and ask for the flume gorge scavenger hunt.
Once the scavenger hunt is completed, the kids can get a junior ranger sticker and a stamp of
their choosing.

The Discover the Power of Parks Program is a collaboration between the New Hampshire Department of Natural
and Cultural Resources - Division of Parks and Recreation, Student Conservation Association’s New Hampshire
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