
ODIORNE POINT STATE PARK

15 Years of coastal ecosystem restoration management  

Partnerships prevail 



Cultural Resources:

Pre Colonial: The Indigenous people of this region (referred to 

as the Pennacook-Pawtucket at the time of contact with 

Europeans) occupied a coastal region of New Hampshire that 

was bounded roughly by the Saco River valley in Maine to the 

north and northeastern Massachusetts to the south.

May also have been know as Pennacooks, Abenakis, or 

Piscataqua specifically in the Odiorne Point area.

1622-1623: Expedition under David Thomson to establish a 

colony in Native American territory which led to the 

establishment of the first colonial settlement in New 

Hampshire in the vicinity of Odiorne Point (Pannaway may 

have been the name used by Native Americans). 

1660-1700s: John Odiorne & John Frost

1800s: Farming gives way to summer homes (Sagamore 

House)

1942: Fort Dearborn

1961: State of New Hampshire

1857

1784

Source: Phase IB Intensive Archaeological Investigation of Invasive Plant 

Species Management at Frost Point in the Odiorne Point State Park Rye New 

Hampshire (2018).



RCCD, 2014Ammann, 2002Straus, 1972 NHCP, 2009

Restoration Plans:





May of 2023, six game cameras were 

deployed in the northern portion of the 

park. The intent of the installation was to 

gain a better understanding of wildlife 

species’ presence and how they use the 

area. Camera 3 and 5 were moved to 

new locations shortly after being installed 

(now 7 and 8). 



A variety of wildlife was 

captured on camera with a 

total of 21 +/- species



Bobcat captured on camera 

at 3 of the 6 sites. 



Lots of deer 



Technical difficulties, false 

triggers, wildlife curiosity, 

vegetation growth, etc.

Challenges/Constraints:



• American goldfinch (Spinus tristis)

• Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata)

• Bobcat (Lynx rufus)

• Coopers hawk (Accipiter cooperii)

• Eastern chipmunk (Tamias striatus)

• Eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus)

• Eastern coyote (Canis latrans)

• Eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) 

• Gray catbird (Dumetella carolinensis)

• Groundhog (Marmota monax) 

• Not enough data and too many factors 

unaccounted for site comparison, 

however we were able to document a 

variety of species found here.

• Mourning dove (Zenaida macroura)

• Northern flicker (Colaptes auratus)

• Raccoon (Procyon lotor)

• Red squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris)

• Song sparrow (Melospiza melodia) 

• Striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis) 

• Virginia opossum (Didelphis virginiana)

• Weasel (Mustela sp.) 

• White tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus)

• White throated sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis)

• Wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo)
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Not walked

Coastal Overwash & Inundation 





Temporary Trail Closures/Alterations



Temporary Trail Closures/Alterations
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Restoration Review Area
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NFWF AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL CHALLENGE GRANT, NHCP

Fairhill/Odiorne Saltmarsh Collaborative Restoration 

Design Planning Project, NHCF



PARTNERS AND FUNDERS PREVAIL 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!
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