Brake For Moose

By Alexus Chappa, Interpretive Ranger with New Hampshire State Parks and Student Conservation
Association

July 25, 2026

Welcome to Franconia Notch State Park where people often come in search of New Hampshire’s
largest mammal: a moose!

Male moose are called bulls and on average, they weigh about 1,000 lbs and are 6 feet tall from
their hooves to their shoulders.
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A bull cooling down in the water. Photo credit: Alfred Viola, Northeastern University,

It is often rare to see a moose here, but they do live here. However, | often have a program called
“Moose on the Loose” where | have a moose skull, jaw, and antler present. So, you may not be
able to see a real life moose in the wild, but you can see parts of a moose. | will even let you hold
the moose antler and take a picture! The visitor's favorite.



http://bugwood.org/

Many people often ask what has happened to the moose population and many come to Franconia
Notch State Park with the hopes of seeing a moose. Unfortunately, the population of moose in
New Hampshire has declined by almost 50% due to various reasons like winter ticks, parasites that
cause neurological diseases, and habitat changes.

A cow and calf. Photo credit: Terry Spivey, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org

The moose that are often attacked by ticks are referred to as “zombie moose.” The moose
population was at its peak in the late 1990s when there were about 7,000 to 8,000 moose, but
their population has since decreased to 3,000 to 4,000 (Skipworth). The ticks that are attacking
these moose are primarily affecting the calves and the female moose or cows. In fact, 70% of
calves don’t make it to 1 year old. (Skipworth) Cows are often known to give birth to two calves,
however, because of the rise of ticks, less than half of the cows are giving birth due to being
underweight.

This unfortunately is a problem we cannot control, but we can all make the conscious effort to
drive 45 MPH on the highways where moose live. After all, a highway was built through their
environment. We can all control our speed and this is an incident we can all prevent by being
aware and if you are ever stuck in traffic and there are no signs of red, white, and blue flashing
lights, just know there may be a moose, but please stay at least 100 FT away from it.




Brake For Moose sign. Photo credit: Bill Cannon.
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