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Photo: View of Lonesome Lake from Kinsman Ridge Trail. Credit: Faith Brandt. 

There is no shortage of beautiful hiking trails in Franconia Notch State Park. There’s a friendly, 
short hike to the Basin, which takes approximately 15 minutes. If you’re feeling ambitious, there’s 
the long, tedious, iconic Franconia Ridge Loop, totaling just shy of 9 miles (14.5 km) of hiking, 
taking most hikers 9+ hours to complete. However, a hike that is talked about less frequently, but 
with just as captivating views, is the hike to the Cannon Mountain Summit via Hi-Cannon Trail. 
This hike totals approximately 6 miles (9.65 km) round-trip. However, don’t be fooled by the 
distance. This is a strenuous hike rated as difficult according to AllTrails and most locals. 

Prior to starting the hike, double-check that you have all 10 hiking essentials according to NH 
hikeSafe. For more details, please visit: hikesafe.com/the-code.  

The 10-hiking essentials:  

1. Pocket Knife 
2. Raingear 
3. Fire Starter 
4. First Aid Kit 
5. Whistle 
6. Headlamp or Flashlight 
7. Water & Food  
8. Warm Clothing 

https://www.hikesafe.com/the-code


9. Compass 
10. Map 

 

It is always better to be over-prepared than under-prepared, especially with the mountain 
weather, where it could be a sunny day for one minute and a severe thunderstorm the next. 

PARKING 

Now, to start the hike, you will begin by finding parking. There are various hiker parking lots 
(free of charge in Franconia Notch State Park!); however, the parking does fill up fast. Here are 
my personal suggestions for parking. 

1. Lafayette Place Campground: Parking is available to your right and left (by the Lonesome 
Lake Trailhead—which, as I write this, is currently under construction. You can access the 
trailhead via the campground) when you enter. This parking fills up fast because it's 
central to multiple popular hiking trails. This lot is great for the early birds. 

2. Falling Waters/Bridle Path Trailhead: This parking lot is located directly across the street 
from Lafayette Place Campground. You can access the Lonesome Lake Trail (which is the 
start of this hike) easily via an underground tunnel, which will take you to the Lafayette 
Place Campground. 

3. Lastly, you could drive up to Exit 34B (Cannon Mountain Aerial Tramway). There's ample 
parking, and you can take the shuttle from there to Lafayette Place Campground. For 
more information on the shuttle: Hiking - Cannon Mountain 

HIKING 

 

Photo: View looking east from Cannon Mountain Summit. Credit: Faith Brandt. 

https://www.cannonmt.com/attractions/hiking-hiker-parking


 

Map: Franconia Notch State Park Hiking Trails. Highlighted in Yellow – Cannon Mountain hike via 
Hi-Cannon Trail. 

 

Now, for the hike itself. I suggest beginning at the Lonesome Lake Trailhead, which is located at 
Lafayette Place Campground. From here, hike approximately 0.5 miles (0.8 km) on the Lonesome 
Lake Trail until you reach the Hi-Cannon Trail junction. This is where you'll turn onto the Hi-
Cannon Trail. 

The Hi-Cannon Trail is steep, challenging, but incredibly beautiful, with the sounds of creeks and 
several small waterfalls accompanying you along the way. From the junction to the Kinsman Ridge 
Trail, the distance is approximately 2.0 miles (3.2 km). This section typically takes around 2 
hours, depending on your hiking experience and pace. 



 

Photo: View looking east from Hi-Cannon Trail. Credit: Faith Brandt. 

There are blue blazes marking the trail, but they aren't always easy to spot. Mountain weather has 
worn many of the blazes off the rocks and boulders over time. When in doubt, I found that 
following the creeks and rocks usually led me back to the trail (or was the trail). Just keep in mind 
that the rocks can be very slippery, especially after rainfall. 

 

Photo: Hi-Cannon Trail. Credit: Faith Brandt. 



You'll know you're getting close to the end of the Hi-Cannon Trail when you reach the ladder and 
the very steep section filled with rocks and boulders, which will eventually turn into a creek, 
especially after rainfall.  

 

Photo: The Iconic Hi-Cannon Ladder. Credit: Faith Brandt. 

Once you reach the top, follow the signs along the Kinsman Ridge Trail to the summit of Cannon 
Mountain. Along the summit ridge, you'll be rewarded with breathtaking views and the perfect 
spot to stop for a snack or lunch, depending on the weather. 

On the way down from the summit, I suggest taking the Lonesome Lake Trail. Although it’s still 
very steep, it’s a little less steep than Hi-Cannon trail and will be easier on the knees. On this 
trail, you will follow a creek almost the entire way down. 

Once you reach halfway, you will have the option to hike around Lonesome Lake. Do it! This is an 
easy hike—if you don’t mind your shoes getting a little wet! And it’s beautiful. If it's hot out, you 
can take a dip in the lake to cool off. There are planks going around the lake, and it’s mostly flat, 
which makes it a great break. I highly suggest checking out the AMC Hut as well! They sell 
food/snacks, and they have restrooms and you can refill your water bottles. 

 

Photo: Lonesome Lake via Lonesome Lake Trail. Credit: Faith Brandt. 



Now you have only about 1 hour of hiking left. You can follow the Lonesome Lake Trail all the way 
down to the Lafayette Place Campground. Just keep in mind where you parked your car and, if 
you used the shuttle, the last shuttle departure time. 

 

 

Photos: Lonesome Lake Trail. Credit: Faith Brandt. 

 

There you go! You just hiked one of the most iconic mountains in Franconia Notch State Park. Go 
get a sweet treat and celebrate! 
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