White Mountain National Forest MWC Report, February 2026

Derek regrets missing the meeting, attending Granite State SAF meeting in Concord.

Operations at Mt Washington Avalanche Center (MWAC) have been steady, have seem
a few avalanches with skier carried with no injuries.

The two new Snow Rangers have started at MWAC. Total staff of 5 - more than we have
had in years because we were allowed to hire emergency response staff.

Still remain in a hiring freeze — although we are seeing opportunities to supplement
seasonal staffing for the upcoming summer recreation and tourism season.

Lincoln Woods Trail Closure for Trail Improvements

o

Lincoln Woods trail closed from Highway 112 (Kanc) to the junction of the Osseo
trail.

The suspension bridge, bridge on 112/Kanc, East Side Trail and Franconia Bridge
tent site will remain open.

The trail suffered significant damage during several flooding events over the past
decade. This project is essential work to ensure long-term viability of the trail.

It has taken time to secure funding, and we are excited that the projectis
coming to fruition.

The winter closure started this week and is expected last for 2-3 weeks to
prepare the area for project access this summer.

The summer closure is expected June thru November.



