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Please join me in welcoming Liana Francis, our first summit interpreter, who will begin work on
June 18. You've heard enough about how excited we are about this new joint role with Mount
Washington State Park from both Patrick Hummel and I. And, last week, our team was up

getting our museum docents ready for the season ahead, as we expand that program and await
Liana’s help coordinating this group and creating new materials for them to present.

Speaking of educational programs, we’ve had more than 40 field trips to the mountain with our
member schools and others, with our team handling 2 and 3 schools per day. Yet more to come
before school is out for summer. This will only grow next year as we expand into New Hampshire’s
Upper Valley and Lakes Region with school program and, in fantastic news, grow our work in Coos
County where we just received a three-year large grant from the Neil and Louise Tillotson Fund. At
the same time, public tours of our weather station have begun to ramp up thanks to help from the
Mt. Washington Auto Road and Mount Washington Cog Railway. We’re excited to work hard to
add interpretation on the summit and to help drive more visitation.

On the Extreme Mount Washington Museum, we finished fixing up exhibits and our gift shop
ahead of the season’s start and are planning for future improvements. Our Virtual Tour exhibit
was installed at the base of the Mount Washington Cog Railway. Also thanks to the Appalachian
Mountain Club, we’re seeing an increase in hikers with vouchers at the summit. And we’ve made
admission for hikers free thanks to a generous donor from Seacoast, NH who will be covering their
costs for the season.

Thank you to many of you who joined us for our Annual Meeting last Saturday, May 30. We had
nearly a 100 members, Trustees, staff, volunteers, and partners in attendance in-person and via
Zoom. US Representative Maggie Goodlander opened the meeting with a welcome, we honored
former Trustee and Mount Washington Commission Chair Paul T. Fitzgerald, and we heard a
presentation on our joint internship with the United States Forest Service’s Mount Washington
Avalanche Center—now in its third year.

We're honing in on a tentative timeline of early July for our new Broadcast Meteorology Interns
to begin. We've got a wonderful crop of candidates to consider, though we still ask that you

share the job description found HERE far and wide with anyone you feel might be interested in
being a 6-month Broadcast Meteorology intern.

As we work to fund a capital campaign to improve our weather station and help fund
improvements to the Mount Washington State Park facilities, | have begun to travel for meetings
with other organizations and donors. | recently spent several days in NYC and met folks in the
financial world both in the city and nearby to talk about that work. In consultation with our State
Park Partners the Observatory has also been working with CBT Architects of Boston, MA on
planning for our own work with a programmatic assessment underway and a conversation soon
on the work we might propose.

Our 26" Annual Seek the Peak continues roll, with a party on July 18, 2026. We are excited to
announce that this year’s program will include presentation of the Observatory’s Barbara and
Brad Washburn Award to White Mountain legend Rick Wilcox. This will be a terrific opportunity
for the Observatory to celebrate Mount Washington’s hiking, climbing and search and rescue
communities. We will host activity spaces for all participating organizations to interact with the
800+ hikers and participants. Please let me know if | can share any details with anyone here who
may want them, as | have sent invites to many of our partners and hope to see many of you there.



https://mountwashington.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JD-MWOBS_Broadcast-Meteorology-Internship_February-2026.pdf
https://mountwashington.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JD-MWOBS_Broadcast-Meteorology-Internship_February-2026.pdf
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/seekthepeak2026/
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