
 
 

Mount Washington Commission Report 
Prepared by Drew Bush, Executive Director, Mount Washington Observatory 

May 15, 2026 
 

1. Some of the first visitors of the season have joined us the past weekend for early season tours of 
our weather station. We appreciate the help of the Mount Washington Cog Railway, NH State 
Parks / Mount Washington State Park, and Mt. Washington Auto Road in getting this pilot off 
the ground. We believe with further promotion, this could be a powerful way to afford many 
new people a chance to experience the mountain. 

2. We are getting near the end of construction on our sound studio for broadcast meteorology 
work in radio and television this month. The team has been deep in planning on how these 27-
week internships will work, and has established a Broadcast Meteorology Task Force of 
professionals who will mentor our interns. Our initial focus will be on a Recreational Forecast we 
intend to stream and market across New England as well as supporting our summit team on the 
radio forecasting we began last year. You can also expect to see lots more on social media and 
an upgrade to our overall interviews/presentations. We’ve got a wonderful crop of candidates 
to consider, though we still ask that you share the job description found HERE far and wide with 
anyone you feel might be interested in being a 6-month Broadcast Meteorology intern. 

3. There was quite a lot of press on the Mount Washington Commission’s decision to endorse the 
idea of a UNESCO World Heritage site designation. Molly Rains, a reporter from NH Bulletin, 
carried the story HERE that was subsequently picked up by media outlets throughout New 
England. Chair Rob Kirsch and I also followed up with the person at the US Department of the 
Interior involved with moving projects forward, to learn about next steps and what the timeframe 
on them might be. There isn’t news to report now, but we will keep everyone updated and plan to 
meet with staff from US Senator Jeanne Shaheen’s office to keep them updated as well. 

4. We’ve begun several projects with partners at the Mt. Washington Auto Road, including cleaning 
up electrical communication wires/devices in our garage, installing a new camera at the base, and 
finishing upgrades to the last of our mesonet stations at 4300’. This station too will have a camera. 
We will install our new exhibit at the Mount Washington Cog Railway in the next few weeks. 

5. As we work to fund a capital campaign to improve our weather station and help fund 
improvements to the Mount Washington State Park facilities, I have begun to travel for meetings 
with other organizations and donors. Last week, I spent several days in NYC and met folks in the 
financial world both in the city and nearby to talk about that work. In consultation with our State 
ark Partners the Observatory has also been working with CBT Architects of Boston, MA on 
planning for our own work with a programmatic assessment underway and a conversation soon 
on the work we might propose. 

6. In a similar vein, after the meeting we and members of NH State Parks had with member of 
Senator Shaheen’s staff on whether federal funds might help with the replacement of the fuel 
tanks, we received several recommendations. Whether for this project or another one, a Northern 
Border Regional Commission grant may be in our future. 

7. We’re moving closer to finalizing our summit interpreter position in partnership with Mount 
Washington State Park. They will be instrumental in improving the visitor experience with duties 
that include helping to oversee our volunteer docents, create new visitor materials, and give tours 

https://mountwashington.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JD-MWOBS_Broadcast-Meteorology-Internship_February-2026.pdf
https://mountwashington.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JD-MWOBS_Broadcast-Meteorology-Internship_February-2026.pdf
https://newhampshirebulletin.com/2026/04/30/the-pinnacle-for-a-peak-commission-sets-sights-on-unesco-recognition-for-mount-washington/


in our weather station and around the summit.  
8. We are continuing our work with Commissioner Crepeau and his team towards a new long-term 

facility management agreement for the Observatory’s weather station that will put the 
Observatory in a position to raise more funds to help improve elements of the Sherman Adams 
building. We are excited about this work and will have more to report at future meetings.  

9. Our 26the Annual Seek the Peak continues roll, with a party on July 18, 2026. We are excited to 
announce that this year’s program will include presentation of the Observatory’s Barbara and 
Brad Washburn Award to White Mountain legend Rick Wilcox. This will be a terrific opportunity 
for the Observatory to celebrate Mount Washington’s hiking, climbing and search and rescue 
communities. We will host activity spaces for all participating organizations to interact with the 
800+ hikers and participants. Please let me know if I can share any details with anyone here who 
may want them, as I have sent invites to many of our partners and hope to see many of you there. 

10. We’re about to enter the busy season for schools visiting the mountain, with more than 40 field 
trips planned. A huge thank you to everyone at NH State Parks, Mt. Washington Auto Road, and 
Mount Washington Cog Railway for making this possible. In related news, we have secured more 
than $35K to support the expansion of our school programming into NH’s Upper Valley and 
Greater Lakes Region as we work to grow the number of schools learning by visiting the mountain. 

11. A bit sooner, we will host our Annual Meeting at the McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center from 
1:00-2:30 PM on Saturday, May 30. You are all invited to join us for the meeting and a keynote 
talk on our joint internship with the USFS’s Mount Washington Avalanche Center. We also will 
formally present the Observatory’s Founders Award to the family of former Commissioner Paul 
Fitzgerald. I’ll send out some email notes soon. 

https://secure.qgiv.com/event/seekthepeak2026/
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