
 
 

Mount Washington Commission Report  
Prepared by Drew Bush, Executive Director, Mount Washington Observatory 

February 13, 2026 
 

1. Our joint interpreter position with Mount Washington State Park continues to move forward, with 
news on a funding proposal for it expected this week or next. Similarly, Mount Washington State Park 
Supervisor Patrick Hummel and I have also begun to talk about a Congressionally Directed Spending 
request to help fund some of the facilities work required at the summit to improve the visitor 
experience and better conserve the natural environment.  

2. Our Broadcast Meteorology Internship program has been officially launched with a job description on 
the website HERE. I hope you will share it far and wide with anyone you feel might have interest and 
experience. 

3. At our last meeting, Brian Fitzgerald, our Director of Education, presented on our shared virtual tour. A 
small reminder to send him any feedback you might have at bfitzgerald@mountwashington.org. I’m 
pleased to let this group know that we remain committed to improving this product and outreach for 
the mountain more generally. Our next group of Worcester Polytechnic Institute students will be 
focused on adding depth to the tour, improving any photography in need, and beginning to add 
elements from partners such as the Mount Washington Cog Railway, Mt. Washington Auto Road, 
White Mountains National Forest, and Appalachian Mountain Club. 

4. The early-season weather station tours which we’ve been collaborating on with Mount Washington 
State Park, Mt. Washington Auto Road, and Mount Washington Cog Railway are now live on our 
website HERE. We look forward to measuring the success of this pilot project for its first few weekends 
of May 9-10 and May 16-17. 

5. I haven’t talked about it much lately, but our revamp of the Higher Summits Forecast with researchers 
from Northeastern University’s Roux Institute took a big step forward when they presented their 
findings to us last week. We’re collaborating on a proceedings paper for an upcoming conference. But, 
more importantly, we’ll be revamping our website (and all of our forecasts) to improve the utility of 
this weather info in keeping people safe when they visit the White Mountains and ensure it is 
communicated clearly. We’re also working on research to improve forecasting with AI. 

6. In other research news, we now have two projects moving forward with the Cold Regions Research 
and Engineering Laboratory (CRREL) involving the fiber cable used for sensing and UAV measurements 
of snow. A huge thank you to the Mt. Washington Auto Road, Mount Washington Cog Railway, Mount 
Washington State Park, and White Mountains National Forest for aiding CRREL in the cable work with 
permissions, permits, and collaboration.  

7. While I’m in the business of saying thank you, I also wanted to note that our contracts with the 
Appalachian Mountain Club and Mount Washington Cog Railway are moving forward for 2026. We 
have quite a few compelling projects in the works—including the next edition of the White Mountains 
Almanac you saw presented today—and I’m excited to share news of them as we make progress. 

8. As we work to grow all of our work with school programs in the manner I highlighted last meeting, I 
wanted to share news of two programs I am personally renewing for the year ahead. In particular, I’m 
getting ready to launch our library membership again this year with a goal of surpassing the 50 
libraries that took part last year. Thank you to the Mount Washington Cog Railway and Mt. 
Washington Auto Road for joining us in this endeavor to make Mount Washington more accessible to 
families right here in our state. I’ll also be launching MWOBS’s Medical Training Overnight, thanks to 
support from Memorial Hospital/MaineHealth, with a goal of not only helping provide this needed 
training for youth educators but also providing an opportunity for our staff and that of Mount 
Washington State Park to be certified in Wilderness First Aid and make the summit a safer place.  
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