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1. We’ve installed the first ground-based doppler LiDAR in the state of New Hampshire this week thanks 
to funding from US Senator Jeanne Shaheen and an incredible effort by our partners at the Bretton 
Woods Ski Area/Omni Mount Washington Resort. This piece of equipment will enable far more 

accurate forecasts and be a platform for meteorological research because of its ability to vertically 
profile the atmosphere and wind movements. Hopefully it will be the first of more to come.  

2. We’ve been working hard with staff at Mount Washington State Park to augment the experiences and 
interpretation available at the summit, and plans are in the works for a joint summit interpreter 
position this coming season. This person would help provide weather station tours for the 

Observatory, larger tours of the entire summit (including outside), man the State Park’s information 
desk, and help coordinate the Observatory’s museum docent program among other duties that include 
developing new resources for visitors. Many of you may have noticed our pilot museum docents at 

work on the summit last August providing information and fun but this new position will help to 
develop this program into a cohesive, all-season element of our work together.  

3. In collaboration with Mount Washington State Park, Mt. Washington Auto Road, and Mount 
Washington Cog Railway, we are also piloting early season tours of our weather station on three 
weekends in May before the park officially opens. The goal is to give these early season passengers 

something to do while on the summit with a brief 20-30-minute tour of our facility. We’ll also be 
launching our library membership again this month with much more lead time to sign up libraries 
across the state. The goal here too is making our beloved mountain much more accessible. 

4. In research news, we’re moving ahead with several projects involving the Cold Regions Research and 
Engineering Laboratory (CRREL) and US Army Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC) in 

partnership with Mount Washington State Park and the Mt. Washington Auto Road. We also had a 
fantastic meeting before the holidays with Eversource Energy on a potential new partnership that I am 
excited to share details about as it moves forward. Finally, I’m deep in the thick of several grant 

proposals to the Northern Border Regional Commission and New Hampshire’s STEP Program that will 
bring increased international attention to the mountain in the form of product testing.  

5. A huge thank you to Brian Fitzgerald, our Director of Education, for his presentation today on the new 
virtual tour of the summit our students from Worcester Polytechnic Institute put together and he has 
since been refining. For my part, I just want to emphasize this is not a finished product and we are 

seeking your feedback. We’re likely to add trips up the Auto Road and Cog to it this coming year with a 
new student group and also make any fixes to pictures, time of day, crowds, additional resources, etc. 
you might want. Also, please get in touch with us to host a button or link to it on your organization’s 

website. 
6. We were excited to continue discussions on our partnership with the Appalachian Mountain Club on 

next year’s key areas for work even as we celebrate the publication of the inaugural White Mountains 
Almanac our two organizations put together with the United States Forest Service’s Hubbard Brook 
Ecosystem Study. We hope to have a new contract finished soon. For those who have not yet seen the 

almanac, you can find it online HERE. 
7. The observatory continues to grow its educational programs with a focus on expanding to new schools 

in the Greater Lakes Region and Upper Valley of New Hampshire this year. We will also be expanding 
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our offerings to include a homeschool program, additional weeks of the popular Storm Scouts Summer 
Day Camp, and new February and April school break camps. I’m particularly excited about a suite of 

unique school field trips we’ll be offering specialized to travel on the Mt. Washington Auto Road and 
the flexibility that affords. Our goal is to double the school traffic on the mountain this May and June 
so that both sides are equally busy. 

8. As construction gets underway in our North Conway office on a studio, I am excited to share the news 
that we are launching a new Broadcast Meteorology Internship program. We anticipate bringing 
Mount Washington to many more radio and television stations throughout New England starting this 

year with a recreational forecast aimed at helping visitors to be better prepared for the weather. We 
anticipate work in future years to include many more human-interest text, video, and audio stories. 

We have also had tentative conversations with NH Fish and Game and the White Mountains National 
Forest about also including safety messaging with these forecasts, and potentially even having the 
AMC piggy-back a hiking segment with these new offerings. 
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