
Drew Bush Mount Washington Commission Report for 6/13/2025: 

- I wanted to thank the staff of the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources for their help this past 

week, as we met to discuss improvements we can make on the summit thanks to a generous 

Observatory donor. In particular, Patrick Hummel, Nate Camille, and Tom Mansfield met our task force 

working on projects that include better ventilation of the Extreme Mount Washington Museum, an 

addition to the submarine door on the tower to improve fire egress, and consideration of ways to add 

research space on our tower. 

- Speaking of research, I have submitted three new proposals with my staff to the United States Air 

Force and the United States Army Corps of Engineers—two in partnership with University of Maine. 

More with the United States Army Corps of Engineers to come. We’re also scheduled to meet with 

Eversource Energy in July to discuss partnership ideas involving research. And, though we still have lots 

of concern about our contract with the National Weather Service given changes federally, we’re 

cautiously optimistic as we seek to begin conversations on it in July as well. 

- A huge thanks to each of you (and your colleagues) who joined us for our workshop with Northeastern 

University’s Roux Institute to begin a process to improve the Higher Summits Forecast. We had almost 

30 stakeholders take part representing a huge swatch of interests in this important product, and we’re 

excited to begin this process. And thank you to the AMC for providing our meeting space. 

- The new library membership we are offering across the Granite State in partnership with the Auto 

Road and Cog has over 40 participants. We’re working out a few bugs that have confused librarians 

(given the complicated nature of our mountain) and I think this program will get even stronger in 

coming years. 

- My staff has been over at the Cog quite a bit in past weeks, with more to come. We’ve repaired all of 

the weather stations on their railway line and are installing two expensive new cameras for web 

audiences and their own operations. Thanks to a collaboration with their engineers, we’re hoping to 

put up a much stronger iron tripod at Skyline (the last station before the summit) that will last through 

all of next winter. Our first iteration decided to dissemble during high winds. 

- We’ve narrowed down the field of artists who might interpret the White Mountains Almanac from 

more than 60 to only four. We’re calling in outside experts to help us make a final selection, along with 

a vote at our Annual Meeting and elsewhere by the public. Much thanks to the AMC and Hubbard 

Brook Ecosystem Study for their collaboration on this project with an expected launch in September. 

TNC NH has also gotten involved to fund it next year along with a few foundations, as we work to make 

it an annual product. 

- We’ve installed a new touch screen at the entrance to the Extreme Mount Washington Museum to 

track where each of our visitors comes from and streamline our operations. We’re excited to see how 

this works out, even as we begin work later this summer with students from Worcester Polytechnic 

Institute and Mount Washington State Park to design a virtual tour of the summit experience/our 

museum and/or self-guided QR-based tour—as you all saw in my request for funding. In coming years, 

this could expand to the way guests get up the mountain. 

- Our education team has been flat out these past few weeks and will be until the end of the school 

year. They’ve handled over 24 school field trips, with as many as three in one day a few of the times. 

- A huge thanks to the Mt. Washington Auto Road/Great Glen Trails, AMC, and USFS Trail Stewards as 

we enter the final stretch for our 25th Anniversary Seek the Peak. Each has played and will play an 

integral role in the success of this event. We hope you will each consider getting involved…and follow 

the example of the Mount Washington Cog Railway in entering a team in our business competition. 


