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June 23, 2026

Honorable Jeanne Shaheen
United States Senate

506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Mount Washington UNESCO Nomination

Dear Senator Shaheen:

We respectfully request that you advance the nomination of Mount Washington as a United States (US)
candidate for recognition as a World Heritage Site by the United Nations Educational and Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Over the past 18 months representatives of many entities connected to Mount Washington have met to
consider the viability and desirability of UNESCO recognition for the Mountain. Those discussions have
included the Appalachian Mountain Club, the Mt. Washington Auto Road, The Mount Washington Cog
Railway, the New Hampshire Department of Cultural and Natural Resources - Mount Washington State
Park (MWSP), the OMNI Mount Washington Resort & Spa, the Forest Service of the United States
Department of Agriculture, the Mount Washington Observatory and a non-affiliated member of the
public with deep connections to the Mountain. The Mount Washington Commission (Commission)
regularly received reports of the discussions and heard the views of the members of that working group.
At its April 2026 meeting the Commission voted to support UNESCO designation for Mount
Washington.

As you are aware, there are many recognized and unique elements among the organizations and
locations within the area that would be the subject of this designation. Those elements include
recognition of the Omni Mount Washington Hotel as a National Historic Landmark; recognition of the
Mount Washington Cog Railway as both a National Historic and National Engineering Landmark;
recognition of the Tip Top House in the MWSP by the National Park Service on its National Register of
Historic Places; recognition by the National Weather Bureau (now Weather Service) of the 1934 world
record wind speed recorded by the Mount Washington Observatory; construction of the Mt. Washington
Auto Road using engineering methods that were then novel and its recognition as the oldest human-
made and continuously operated visitor attraction in North America; recognition of the Appalachian
Mountain Club as the nation’s oldest conservation and outdoors organization and its network of
mountain huts, including at Lake of the Clouds, as the oldest such continuously operated hut system in
the United States; recognition that the footpath from AMC’s Lake of the Clouds hut to Mount
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Washington’s summit includes the Crawford Path, the oldest continuously used hiking path in the US;
and, recognition that the MWSP and White Mountain National Forest both host unique, indigenous and
endangered flora and fauna species around and at the summit of Mount Washington.

The Commission recognizes that much work needs to be done to accomplish UNESCO recognition. We
are grateful for your suggestion, which instigated this effort, and the support and information provided
by your staff. We understand that a next step for potential US candidates in the UNESCO process is to
add Mount Washington to the list of sites under consideration by our federal government. If you agree
with the prospect of the UNESCO recognition described here, we respectfully ask that you nominate
Mount Washington to be added to the list of potential candidate locations overseen by the National Park
Service within the Department of Interior.

Thank you for your help. Please let us know if you have questions.
Sincerely,

Mount Washington Commission
By: Robert C. Kirsch, Chair

cc: Honorable Kelly Ayotte
Honorable Maggie Hassan
Honorable Chris Pappas
Honorable Maggie Goodlander



