Drew Bush Mount Washington Commission Report for 9/12/2025:

We continue to work to inform public decision makers about the important work happening on Mount
Washington. Since our last meeting, we have had two incredible visits by our state’s federal delegation
(Senator Jeanne Shaheen and Representative Maggie Goodlander) and one by eight state legislators
from Concord. A sincere thank you to the Mt. Washington Auto Road, NH State Parks, Omni Mount
Washington Resort, Mount Washington Cog Railway, individual commissioners, and all others who
were able to join us. We’ve done well building relationships to serve the mountain and our upcoming
assessment—and even made headlines in quite a few places.

Good news on the research front, as Mount Washington Observatory’s proposal with University of
Maine to the United States Air Force was just funded. We await word on our proposal to the United
States Army Corps of Engineers Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory (CRREL), even as
we work with the Mt. Washington Auto Road to begin two grant funded projects (one this Winter and
one in Winter 2026-2027). We are still in discussions with NOAA about our contract, with hopefully
some news to report by our next meeting.

We have progress to report on our work to use technology to keep Mount Washington front of mind
for those who mostly connect to the mountain virtually. We're excited to be putting new cameras on
the Mount Washington Cog Railway this week and next, and to be getting ready to upgrade our Skyline
weather station with a tripod manufactured by their engineers to withstand the extreme weather
conditions of this spot. We also will be working with the Mt. Washington Auto Road and Cog on new
current conditions screens—that right now have Mt. Washington’s weather but that could expand—at
spots of their choosing thanks to a small grant from the Coos Economic Development Corporation. If
there are other locations that people in this room think we should place screens, please let me know.
Our partnership with the AMC continues to grow, and we are incredibly excited by the new White
Mountain Almanac our joint interns have put together. We expect to launch in the month, with a press
conference to follow in early November. Much thanks as well to Hubbard Brook Ecosystem Study for
their support on this project.

Students from Worcester Polytechnic Institute have begun their work to design a virtual tour of the
summit experience/our museum and/or self-guided QR-based tour. We expect this to be a focused
project to begin.

| am happy to report on the growth of our work to include Mount Washington in the education of NH
and New England students. We’re gearing up for a huge year ahead with our school programs, that
went from 8 member schools to 22 last year. In particular, we are emphasizing winter educational field
trips to Waumbek with the Mount Washington Cog Railway and Winter Cutoff with the Mt.
Washington Auto Road for many non-member schools. We urge everyone to share this program far
and wide. Our Storm Scouts Summer Camp program concluded with wonderful comments from
parents and students, as well, leading us to consider expansion with the aid of the Mt. Washington
Auto Road. And, in incredible news, we received word that our proposal to NASA Team II’s competition
was funded for us to lead development of lessons, exhibits, and other informal learning as the lead
museum/science institution in the Northeast for $250,000 over three years.

It’s old news now, but Seek the Peak this year was a huge success with 593 hikers (a new record for
recent times) and more than $300,000 raised. As many of you know, events like these consume
thousands of hours of staff time and entail lots of costs. We are looking at ways to streamline the labor
and expense involved while maintaining the celebration of Mount Washington and our supportive
outdoor community. A huge thank you to the Mt. Washington Auto Road for all of their support on this
event.



