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1. National 
Inventory List

2. Governments 
File Nomination

3. Consideration 
by UN advisory 

bodies

4. Final 
Determination by 

World Heritage 
Committee

5. Inscription on 
World Heritage 

List

Selection Process 

Overview

In addition to prior preparation, drafting a nomination from the US could take 1–3 years, 
and formal consideration by the World Heritage Committee takes another 18 months.
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Hopewell Ceremonial Site
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https://whc.unesco.org/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/internationalcooperation/worldheritage.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/internationalcooperation/worldheritage.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/internationalcooperation/a-quick-guide-to-the-world-heritage-program-in-the-united-states.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/internationalcooperation/a-quick-guide-to-the-world-heritage-program-in-the-united-states.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/internationalcooperation/a-quick-guide-to-the-world-heritage-program-in-the-united-states.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/internationalcooperation/a-quick-guide-to-the-world-heritage-program-in-the-united-states.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/internationalcooperation/a-quick-guide-to-the-world-heritage-program-in-the-united-states.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/internationalcooperation/a-quick-guide-to-the-world-heritage-program-in-the-united-states.htm
https://www.fws.gov/story/2024-04/becoming-world-heritage-site
https://www.fws.gov/story/2024-04/becoming-world-heritage-site
https://hopewellearthworks.org/
https://okeswamp.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/EIA_WHS_Okefenokee_2024_Final-1-1.pdf
https://okeswamp.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/EIA_WHS_Okefenokee_2024_Final-1-1.pdf
https://okeswamp.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/EIA_WHS_Okefenokee_2024_Final-1-1.pdf
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