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Shared Interests

• Compliance with permits.
• Impacts on wetlands, Beck Brook, and Lake 

Sunapee.
• Stability of lagoon embankments.
• Age of system.
• Replacement options.
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NHDES Recommendation

NHDES recommends Mount Sunapee 
Resort and DNCR conduct a feasibility 
study to look at future alternatives for 
this system as part of the 2026-2030 
Master Development Plan.
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The Mount 
Sunapee 
Wastewater 
System

• Small system for domestic 
wastewater.

• No industrial or commercial 
connections.

• Flows range from ~300 to 
20,000 gallons per day.  
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Current Wastewater System: Settling tanks →  
lagoons→ spray irrigation → ground

Benefits:

• 5.5M gal storage to handle variable flows.
• Spray irrigation during growing season.
• High water uptake and evaporation from ground vegetation.
• Required monitoring of groundwater and surface water.

Drawbacks:

• Dependent on weather and ground conditions.
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Compliance

6

NHDES  investigated water quality impacts  -- 
numerous site visits and lab samples.

Effluent does not appear to be causing 
violations of surface or groundwater quality 
standards. 

Effluent spray has low levels of nutrients.

TSS and BOD levels in the effluent have 
violated permit conditions.  Not indicative 
of contamination in this case (i.e. sprayed to 
land), no cause for enforcement.



Water Quality and 
Compliance

• NHDES  investigated the 
seeps.  Normal occurrence around 
dams and slopes.  WQ sampling 
determined not water 
directly leaking from the lagoons.

• NHDES requires Mount Sunapee to 
make improvements to the existing 
system and to implement new 
permit requirements.

• NHDES open to receiving and 
assessing new data available.
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Water Quality in Beck Brook

Station on Beck Brook monitored since 1993.
Total Phosphorus has been low for 20 years.
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2024 Bacteria Testing 
Near Lagoons

• 8 investigation visits, 5 
included bacteria sampling.

• 37 samples collected, 4 
samples exceed criteria.

• 3 exceedances were on the 
same day, 6/5/24.

• High sample results could not 
be repeated.
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Lagoon 
Embankment 

Stability

 2024 Assessment: 
• Embankment is stable.
• No imminent threat.
• Fair condition, low 

hazard.
 Improvements requested 

on 9/25/24.
• Planning underway for 

improved erosion 
protection at toe.

 Maintenance is ongoing. 10



Wastewater System 
Improvements

Although the system design is old it is 
also simple, resilient, and effective for 
this particular site. 

Improvements to the system have taken 
place over the years and are ongoing.

DES recommends a feasibility study to 
look at future alternatives for this 
system as part of 2026-2030 MDP.
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Thank you! 

Please consider completing a 5-min. 
customer service survey using the QR 

code above:
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