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Bear Brook State Park (Allenstown) 

• Size: 9,307 acres (largest in the system) 

• Location: 8 miles northeast of Suncook, off Route 28 

• Season: Mid-May to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Beach and bathhouse on Catamount Pond 

• Family and group picnic areas (up to 1,500 people) 

• Boat rentals, pond and stream fishing 

• 6 ponds, 2 summer camps (available off-season) 

• 3,500-acre game refuge (archery-only deer hunting in fall) 

• 18 miles of hiking trails 

• Archery course 

• 90-site campground 

• Nature Center (Audubon Society): field trips, evening programs, museum 
(open July–August) 

Cardigan State Park (Orange) 

• Size: 5,525 acres 

• Location: 4.5 miles east of Canaan, off Routes 4 and 118 

• Season: Mid-June to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Mountain road to picnic area and parking on west slope of Mount Cardigan 



• Hiking trails to 3,100-foot summit and lookout 

• AMC lodge open year-round to members and guests 

 

Clough State Park (Weare) 

• Size: 150 acres 

• Location: 10 miles southwest of Concord, off Route 130 

• Season: Late May to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Located at foot of Everett Dam (Hopkinton-Everett flood control project) 

• 120-acre pool, 900-foot beach 

• Two bathhouses, 120 picnic tables, 60 fireplaces 

• Boat ramp (no motors allowed) 

 

Coleman State Park (Stewartstown) 

• Size: 685 acres 

• Location: On Little Diamond Pond, 12 miles east of Colebrook, off Route 26 

• Season: Mid-June to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Located in the Connecticut Lakes Region 

• Stream and lake fishing, boating 

• Picnic areas, recreation building 

• Campground with 15 tent sites 

 

Crawford Notch State Park (Crawford Notch) 

• Size: 5,995 acres 

• Location: 12 miles north of Bartlett on Route 302 



• Season: Late May to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Scenic 10-mile stretch with waterfalls (Flume and Silver Cascades) 

• Arethusa Falls (2-mile hike) 

• Appalachian Mountain Club trails 

• Wildlife viewing area (free admission) 

• Campground with 24 tent sites 

• Shops with local crafts and refreshments 

• Historic Willey House site 

 

Echo Lake State Park (North Conway) 

• Size: 396 acres 

• Location: 2 miles west of North Conway, off Routes 16 and 302 

• Season: Late May to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Mountain lake with White Horse Ledge backdrop 

• Bathing and picnicking 

• Scenic road to Cathedral Ledge (700 ft elevation) with panoramic views 

 

Ellacoya State Beach (Gilford) 

• Size: 65 acres 

• Location: 2 miles east of Glendale on Route 11 

• Season: Mid-June to Labor Day 

• Features: 

• 600-foot beach on Lake Winnipesaukee 

• Bathhouses, large parking area 



• Refreshment stand 

• Scenic views of Sandwich and Ossipee mountain ranges 

Elm Brook State Park (Hopkinton) 

• Size: 10 acres 

• Location: 3 miles northeast of Hopkinton, off Route 202 

• Season: Mid-June to Labor Day 

• Features: 

• Part of the Everett-Hopkinton Federal flood control project 

• Picnicking and bathing 

 

Forest Lake State Park (Dalton) 

• Size: 397 acres 

• Location: 4 miles south of Whitefield, 2 miles west of Route 116 

• Season: Late May to Labor Day 

• Features: 

• Mountain lake in a woodland setting 

• Picnic sites in birch groves 

• Bathhouse 

 

Franconia Notch State Park (Franconia) 

• Size: Over 6,000 acres 

• Location: Along Route 3, from Echo Lake to Lincoln 

• Season: Late May to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Scenic notch between Kinsman and Franconia mountain ranges 

• Hiking trails (Appalachian Trail access) 



• AMC hut at Lonesome Lake 

• Echo Lake: Surrounded by mountains, beach, boating, fishing, trail to Artist’s 
Bluff 

• Old Man of the Mountain: Natural granite profile on Cannon Mountain 

• The Flume: 800-foot chasm with boardwalk, waterfalls, and covered bridge 

• Lafayette Campground: 98 tent sites, near AMC trails 

• The Basin: Glacial pothole on the Pemigewasset River 

• Aerial Tramway: Ascends Cannon Mountain (4,100 ft summit), panoramic 
views, summit lodge 

• Winter: 26 ski trails, 8 lifts, ski school, heated buildings 

 

Greenfield State Park (Greenfield) 

• Size: 347 acres 

• Location: 1 mile west of Greenfield via Route 136 on Otter Lake 

• Season: Mid-May to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Day-use area with beach, bathhouse, boat ramp, picnic grounds, play field 

• Campground with 252 tent sites, 11 toilet buildings 

• Special group camping area 

 

Hampton Beach State Park (Hampton) 

• Size: 50 acres 

• Location: Route 1A, south of Portsmouth 

• Season: Mid-June to Labor Day 

• Features: 

• Two developments: 



• Sea Shell Complex: Offices, band shell, amphitheater, comfort 
stations, observation points 

• State Park Area: Ocean bathing, picnicking, bathhouse with showers, 
souvenir shop, refreshments, children’s playground, large parking lot 

 

 

Kingston State Park (Kingston) 

• Size: 44 acres 

• Location: Off Route 125 

• Season: Mid-May to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Beach and wooded picnic groves on Great Pond 

• Boating, fishing, play fields 

• Special picnic area for organized groups 

Milan Hill State Park (Milan) 

• Size: 127 acres 

• Location: 2 miles west of Milan, off Route 160 

• Season: Mid-June to Labor Day 

• Features: 

• Hilltop setting with scenic views of southern Canada, the White Mountains, 
and the Kilkenny Range 

• Picnicking and camping (8 tent sites) 

• Play area 

• Nearby trout fishing 

 

Miller State Park (Peterborough) 

• Size: 83 acres 



• Location: 3 miles east of Peterborough, off Route 101 

• Season: Late May to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Scenic paved road to the summit of Pack Monadnock Mountain (2,280 ft) 

• Oldest unit in the state park system 

• Views of New Hampshire, Vermont, and Massachusetts 

• Picnic sites and walking trails around the summit 

 

Monadnock State Park (Jaffrey) 

• Size: 700 acres 

• Location: 4 miles north of Jaffrey, off Route 124 

• Season: Mid-May to November 

• Features: 

• 10-mile network of maintained trails to the 3,165-foot summit of Mount 
Monadnock 

• Views of all New England states 

• Summit refreshment stand 

• Campground with 21 family tent sites and 7 group sites 

• Popular with Boy Scouts and youth groups 

• Picnic grounds, recreation building 

• Nearby swimming, stream and lake fishing 

 

Moose Brook State Park (Gorham) 

• Size: 755 acres 

• Location: 2 miles west of Gorham, off Route 2 

• Season: Mid-June to late September 



• Features: 

• Excellent base for hiking to the Randolph Range 

• Good trout fishing 

• Large pool, bathhouse 

• Picnic grounds for families and groups 

• Views of the Presidential Range 

• Separate campground with 42 tent sites 

• Recreation building and refreshments 

Mount Sunapee State Park (Newbury) 

• Size: 2,019 acres 

• Location: 1 mile off Route 103, 35 miles west of Concord 

• Season: Late May to mid-October (summer); winter operations also available 

• Features: 

• Enclosed 4-passenger gondolas ascend 1,450 feet to the summit (2,743 ft) in 
15 minutes 

• Summit lodge with snack bar, observation deck with views of Mount 
Kearsarge, Mount Washington, and others 

• Hiking trail to Lake Solitude 

• Headquarters building with cafeteria, souvenir shop, sun terrace, and 
exhibits 

• Summer events: Annual Craftsmen’s Fair, outdoor concerts, Gem and 
Mineral Festival 

• Children’s amenities: Playground, shaded picnic sites, trout pool 

• Beach: 1,000-foot beach on Lake Sunapee with roped area for children, 
bathhouse, parking, refreshments 

• Winter: 175 acres of ski trails and slopes above 1,300 ft elevation, 7 major 
lifts, ski school, heated lodges 

 



Otter Brook State Park (Keene) 

• Size: 352 acres 

• Location: 3 miles northeast of Keene, off Route 9 

• Season: Mid-June to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Swimming and picnicking at a federal flood control project 

• Rolling hills of the Connecticut River Valley 

 

Pawtuckaway State Park (Nottingham) 

• Size: 5,501 acres 

• Location: 3.5 miles north of Route 101 and Mountain Road junction in Raymond, off 
Route 156 

• Season: Late May to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Boating, fishing, bathing, picnicking, camping, hiking 

• Developed as a prototype for future state parks (1966) 

• Neal’s Cove area: 700-foot beach, 25-acre picnic area with 450 sites, group 
picnic shelter, boat dock, snack bar, bathhouse, playfield, visitor center, 
parking for 1,000 cars 

• Horse Island campground: 80 family tent sites, 3 toilet buildings 

• Jointly managed by Fish and Game, Resources Development, and Parks 

 

Pillsbury State Park (Washington) 

• Size: 3,702 acres 

• Location: 5 miles north of Washington on Route 31 

• Season: Mid-June to late September 

• Features: 



• Wilderness area with 5 ponds 

• Bird sanctuary 

• Hiking trails to nearby mountains 

• Limited swimming 

• Boating, pond and stream fishing 

• 20 tent sites for public camping 

 

Rhododendron State Park (Fitzwilliam) 

• Size: 291 acres 

• Location: 2.5 miles from Fitzwilliam, off Route 12 

• Season: Mid-June to Labor Day 

• Features: 

• One of the largest tracts of wild rhododendron north of the Alleghenies 

• 16 acres of shrubs in a glen with walking path 

• Blooming season: mid-July (approx. 1 week) 

• Picnic grounds 

• Foot trails with views of Mount Monadnock 

 

Rollins State Park (Warner) 

• Size: 118 acres 

• Location: 4 miles from Warner, off Route 103 on the south slope of Mount Kearsarge 

• Season: Late May to mid-October 

• Features: 

• Mountain road with scenic turnouts 

• Picnic sites and parking area 

• Half-mile trail to summit (2,937 ft) 



• Panoramic views of southern New Hampshire 

Historic Sites 

Daniel Webster Birthplace (Franklin) 

• Location: 4 miles south of Franklin, off Route 127 near the Salisbury town line 

• Features: 

• Two-room frame structure, replica of the ell of the original farmhouse 

• Restored in 1913 with antique furnishings and Webster family mementos 

• Picnic sites 

• Guide service available 

• Season: Late May to mid-October 

 

Governor Goodwin House (Portsmouth) 

• Location: Strawbery Banke restoration project 

• Features: 

• Built circa 1809, three-story mansion with Bullfinch architectural influence 

• Former home of Governor Ichabod Goodwin (1859–1861) 

• Moved and restored in 1965 

 

Franklin Pierce Homestead (Hillsborough) 

• Size: 13 acres 

• Location: Near the junction of Routes 9 and 31 

• Features: 

• Boyhood home of the 14th U.S. President 

• Built in 1804, restored to reflect 1804–1839 period 

• Ballroom spans entire second floor 

• Guide service available 



• Season: Late May to mid-October 

 

Wentworth-Coolidge Mansion (Portsmouth) 

• Size: 65 acres 

• Location: 2 miles from Portsmouth, off Route 1A, overlooking Little Harbor 

• Features: 

• Official residence of Governor Benning Wentworth (1741–1766) 

• 42-room structure with council chamber 

• Reflects three periods of New England architecture (1650–1750) 

• Structurally restored in 1966 

• Season: Late May to mid-October 

 

Hannah Duston Monument (Penacook) 

• Location: Island at the confluence of the Contoocook and Merrimack Rivers, near I-
93 

• Features: 

• Statue commemorating Hannah Duston’s 1697 escape from captivity 

• Pathway from parking area to monument 

 

Wayside Picnic Areas 

Androscoggin Wayside (Errol) 

• Size: 5 acres 

• Location: Route 16, on a bluff overlooking the Androscoggin River 

• Features: Several picnic sites 

• Toilets: Dry toilets (DT) 

 



Annett Wayside (near Cathedral of the Pines) 

• Size: 1,346 acres 

• Location: Off Route 124 

• Features: Open and wooded picnic areas 

• Season: Mid-May to Columbus Day 

• Toilets: Dry toilets (DT) 

 

Chesterfield Gorge Wayside 

• Size: 15 acres 

• Location: Route 9, Chesterfield 

• Features: Swift stream, footpaths, wooded picnic areas 

• Toilets: Flush toilets (FT) 

• Season: Mid-May to Columbus Day 

 

Dixville Notch Wayside 

• Size: 137 acres 

• Location: Route 26, between Colebrook and Errol 

• Features: Waterfalls on Cascade and Flume Brooks, picnic and parking facilities 

• Toilets: Dry toilets (DT) 

 

Fay Wayside (North Woodstock) 

• Size: 211 acres 

• Location: Route 3 

• Features: Secluded picnic sites along the Pemigewasset River, near Lost River and 
Franconia Notch 

• Toilets: Dry toilets (DT) 



 

Fred Gardner Memorial (Shelburne) 

• Size: 8 acres 

• Location: Route 2, near the Maine border 

• Features: Picnic area on the Androscoggin River near Shelburne birches 

• Toilets: Dry toilets (DT) 

 

Sculptured Rocks Wayside (Groton) 

• Size: 268 acres 

• Location: Between Routes 118 and 3A, on the Cockermouth River 

• Features: Granite ledges shaped by erosion, picnic sites 

• Toilets: Dry toilets (DT) 

 

Additional Sites 

• Lempster Wayside: 975 acres, shaded picnic area off Route 10 

• Madison Boulder Wayside: 17 acres, off Route 113, near one of NH’s largest 
boulders 

• Toilets: Dry toilets (DT) or flush toilets (FT) as noted 

 


